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IMPROVING COLLEGE PLACEMENT ACCURACY  

v    Why is improving placement key to increasing 
community college completion rates? 

v    What  are the Placement strategies that reduce 
remediation rates while maintaining success in 
college level courses? 

v    How to effectively implement these strategies? 



The Remediation Challenge 

q   About two thirds of all CC students in CA and 
nationally are assigned to remediation ( Scott- Clayton 
2012) 

 

q   Assignment to remediation reduces student’s 
chances of completion (Dadgar 2012; Martorell & McFarlin 
2011;  Scott-Clayton & Rodriguez 2012) 

 

q Many assigned to remediation  would have 
succeeded in college level courses  (Scott Clayton, 
Crosta, and Belfield 2012) 



Current Standardized Assessments 
(ACCUPLACER & COMPASS) 

q  Inexpensive to purchase, administer & grade 
q Highly inaccurate in predicting college course 

success 
Ø  A quarter to one fourth of students are severely misplaced (with the 

vast majority being under placed (Scott-Calyton, Crosta & Belfield 2012) 
 

Ø  Using GPA can substantially improve placement accuracy  
 e.g. cut sever error rate by half (Crosta & Belfield 2012) 

 

Ø  These results may be because college success depends on a variety 
of cognitive and non-cognitive attributes (Conley 2010; Hughes & Scott 
Clayton 2011) 

 

 
 



The Opportunity:   
Improve Placement Accuracy  

Use more than one measure  especially HS GPA or transcript in the 
following ways: 

 
v  Use GPA to exempt students from placement testing , then use 

placement tests for students with invalid or old GPAs and those not 
meeting threshold  

 
v  Combine GPA, tests and other measures into a weighted formula 
 
v  Use early assessment and offer pre-collegiate remediation 

 



Policy Context Supporting Multiple 
Measures 

q  National trend in proposing/implementing multiple measures 
and Dev Ed reform 

q  Timely Issue in California 
 
ü  Title 5 requires the use of multiple measures 
ü  Student success act requiring common assessment 
ü  Academic senate’s resolution supporting the use of multiple 

measures: 
 
“ Using placement exam scores as the sole determinant of 
college access simply for the sake of consistence and efficiency 
may not be justified” 



Effective Implementation 

q Gather input from faculty/staff  
q Have assessment and research staff on board 
q Close collaboration with K-12 (especially around 

data sharing)  
q Try a pilot, test effectiveness, then scale 



Q & A on Improved Academic 
Placement 



Transitional Programming and Dual 
Enrollment 

 
q What is transitional programming and why is it 

necessary? 
q What is dual enrollment and why is it necessary? 
q What are some feasible opportunities to implement 

in this area in LA? 



Why Transitional Programming 
 

q  At CCCLLI sites 60% of HS students entering community colleges 
q  Many are first generation students’ lack of college know-how to successfully 

enroll and complete college coursework 
 
Ø  The matriculation process 

Ø  Knowledge of the assessment and placement process 
Ø  Financial aid 
Ø  Choice of career and program of study 

 
q  Students in greatest need of counseling, are the least likely to have the 

confidence and the  know-how to approach them (Karp et al 2010; Dadgar et al 2012) 

 

q  The opportunity: Brining the matriculation process into high schools, greater 
collaboration between the  K-12 and community college counselors, making 
support services proactive  



Why Dual Enrollment? 

q  Taking college courses while in HS gives students a better 
sense of academic rigor needed in college (Hughes et al 2012) 

 
q  Dual enrollment courses, especially those in mathematics 

have had very high impact on college success (Speroni 2011) 

 


